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DISCUSSION:

99-0074 responded to CD comment 318 by adding a runtime exception when a literal fails to map to the runtime coded character set.  After considerable discussion of problems in defining the actions (when is the exception raised, which statement is identified, how does the user know which literal failed to map?), J4 concluded that there should be no exception.  I was assigned to investigate whether any change is needed to the draft now that this decision has been made.  My conclusion is that no change is needed.

The part of comment 318 being considered was:

Consideration should be given to whether an exception condition is raised if there are characters in the literal that have no correspondence in the run time character set.  The U. S. tends to favor an exception;  however, it should be noted there are other situations in COBOL where the same thing can occur (code set conversion) and  the standard specifies that the implementor specifies a mapping.
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